
 Netherhall School – Year 9 Programme of Study 

 

Subject Autumn Term Spring Term Summer Term 

English 

Travel Writing & 19th Century Non-fiction Travel writing 

• Read critically non-fiction texts across different times 

• Comparisons between texts over time 

• How writers create a sense of place through language techniques 

• Techniques used by writers in travel writing in pupils’ own 

independent writing 

Shakespeare’s heroes and villains  

• Presentations of character types across a range of Shakespeare 

texts 

• Compare how characters are presented 

• Techniques and ideas used to present key literary characters 

• Write critically 

• Understand how an audience in Shakespeare’s time and a modern 

audience would respond 

 

 

Enrichment: Careers focus- journalism (linked to travel writing) 

Short Stories - 19th Century Gothic 

• Analysis of writer’s craft including language techniques, structure, 

narrative perspective 

• Comparisons across texts 

• How context impacts texts 

• Write academically expressing a view on texts 

• Read critically with understanding of features of genre 

Descriptive and narrative writing - Gothic Conventions 

• Understand and apply aspects of genre in independent writing 

• Use vocabulary, language techniques and sentence structures to 

create emotion in readers 

• Structure writing effectively for impact 

 
 
 
 
 
Enrichment: Career focus scriptwriter/dramatist 

Poetry Unit - Poetry of Blake 

• Read critically and understand a range of poetic genres/forms  

• Identify a poet’s role in a literary movement/role of the poet 

• Understand poetic techniques (language and structural) and their 

impact  

• Make comparisons across texts and poetic forms 

• Consider the importance of social and historical context in 

production of texts 

“A Inspector Calls” - GCSE texts 

• Language, form and structure used by a writer to create meanings 

and effects 

• The relationships between texts and the contexts in which they 

were written. 

• How key themes/characters are presented 

• Write fluently and critically using evidence from the text  

 

Enrichment: World events/news topics – inequality (linked to Blake’s 
poetry) 

Mathematics 

A2 – Expressions / Formulae / Functions 
 
D1 - Averages & Representing Data 
 
N4 & N5 – Fractions, Decimals & Percentages / Ratio 
 
A3 & A4 – Manipulating expressions / Deriving Expressions / Solving 
Equations 
 
S4 – Transformations 
 
Enrichment: Pathways to progression in mathematics for post-16 
options 

S2 – Constructions / Calculating Angles 
 
D2 – Probability of Events / Combinations 
 
N3 – Number Properties / Multiples and Factors / Standard Form 
 
S3 – Properties of Shapes / Constructions 
 
N1 & N2 – Multi-step Problems Using All Operations and Rounding 
 
 
Enrichment:  Unifrog – careers in maths 

A1 – Number patterns and Sequences / Expressing Rules Using Algebra 
 
S1 – Units of Measure / Area and Volume 
 
A2 – Algebraic Functions / Graphs of Functions 
 
D1 – Averages / Interpreting & Representing Data 
 
 
 
 
Enrichment: Links to ICT with Cryptography 

Science 

• Environmental variation 

• Inherited variation 

• DNA 

• Genes and extinction 

• Natural selection 

• Ceramics 

• Polymers 

• Composites 

• Recycling 

• Practical project 1 

• Forces and movement 

• Energy for movement 

• Speed 

• Reactions in plants 

• Plant adaptations 

• Plant products 

• Growing crops & Farming problems 

• Types of explosion 

• Reactivity 

• Energy and reactions 

• Displacement 

• Extracting metals 

• Practical project 3 

• Force fields 

• Static electricity 

• Current electricity 

• Cells, systems and movement revision 

• Organ systems revision 

• Reproduction and health revision 

• Energy in ecosystems revision 

• Genetics and evolution revision 

• Separating substances revision 

• Chemical reactions revision 

• Physical and chemical changes revision 

• The periodic table revision 

• Earth and atmosphere revision 

• Models in Science revision 

• Energy revision 

• Forces revision 



• Turning forces 

• More machines 

• Practical project 2 

Enrichment: Annual Science Show 

• Resistance 

• Electromagnets 

 

Enrichment: Careers in Science - Unifrog 

• Waves and fields revision 

• Machines revision 

• Practical project 4 & 5 

Enrichment: Science in the News 
 

Geography 

• UK geology 

• Large scale ecosystems (biomes) 

• Urbanisation 

• Atmospheric circulation 

• Natural resources 

• Distribution of urban population 

• Upland and lowland landscapes 

• Biosphere resources 

Enrichment: Unifrog career related presentation HW of their choice 
(geologist or meteorologist) 

• How the context of Birmingham influences its functions and 

structure 

• Past climate variations 

• Patterns of resource distribution and consumption 

• How migration affects Birmingham 

• Physical processes at the coast 

• Distinctive UK ecosystems 

• Challenges and solutions to issues in Birmingham 

• Human influence on global climate 

Enrichment: Unifrog career related presentation HW of their choice 
(town planner or climate change) 

• Global fresh water supply 

• How the context of Mexico City influences its functions and 

structure 

• Erosion and deposition at the coast 

• Features of tropical rainforest ecosystem 

• How Mexico City is influenced by its fast rate of growth 

• The UKs climate and how it has changed over time 

• Global water consumption differences 

• Management of issues related to the rapid growth of Mexico City 

Enrichment: Maryport coastal defence study 

History 

Introduction to the Twentieth Century 
 
The Titanic and its local links 
 
World War One in Europe 
 
World War One in the East and Home Front (including local history) 
 
Social impact of World War One 
 
Inter-war years 
 
Enrichment: Extended readings to familiarise pupils with historians’ 

work: Gombrich – Dividing up the World; History extra article – why did 

women get the vote in 1918; Life in Nazi Germany Richard J Evans 

 

Rise of Hitler  
 
Nazi Germany  
 
World War Two - including local history 
 
The end of WW2 
 
What was the Holocaust? 
 
Local history: ‘The Windermere Children’ 
 
Enrichment: Extended readings to familiarise pupils with historian’s 

work: Antony Beevor – Operation Barbarossa; Alexandra Richie – 

Warsaw Uprising. Beginning of extended writing project on the 

Holocaust 

How was the Holocaust possible? 
 
Origins of the Cold War in Europe 
 
Crises of the Cold War 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Enrichment: Extended readings to familiarise pupils with historians’ 

work:  Frankopan – The Road to Genocide; Cold War section in 

Frankopan; Did the Cold War really end? 7 historians’ views. Close of 

extended writing project on the Holocaust 

 

French 

Holidays - a holiday in the past, where I went, how I got there, what I did 
there and what the weather was like + an ideal holiday 
 
 
Enrichment: European Day of Languages 

Jobs, careers and future plans - different types of jobs, my plans for the 
future regarding careers and family, advantages and disadvantages of 
different types of jobs 
 
Enrichment: Daily Life in France 

The world around us - global issues (pollution, poverty, global warming), 
protecting the environment, ethical shopping and volunteering 
 
 
Enrichment: Residential visit to Château de la Baudonnière, Normandy, 
July 

Information 
Technology 
 

Computational thinking - Programming algorithms 

• The effectiveness of algorithms and models 

• Solutions to complex problems 

• Where information be filtered out in abstraction 

• Logical reasoning to predict outputs, and an awareness of inputs 
 
Programming - Further programming techniques in python 

• Testing solutions to determine effectiveness 

• Operators and expressions e.g Boolean 

• Design, write and debug modular programs using functions 
 
 
 

Enrichment: Visit to the Energus Cyber Lab 

Computers - Introduction to Linux 

• Using a command line to control systems  

• Using a command line to model tasks 

• How operating systems manage files 

• Advantages and disadvantages of different operating systems 

• Using a range of application software 
 
Artificial intelligence 

• Ethical issues surrounding the application of technology 

• Evaluating the quality of solutions 

• Designing and creating digital content for different audiences 

• Analysing and evaluating data 
 
Enrichment: Post 16 and post 18 routes to assist with options process 

Networking – Cryptography 

• Ethical and moral implications on cryptography  

• How cryptography is used for encrypting and decrypting  

• The importance of network security 

• Data transmission between computers over networks 
 
Data representation - Boolean logic and processing 

• Advances in technology and the impact these have had 

• Low-level instructions 

• Representing numbers, images and sound using bit patterns 
 
 
 

Enrichment: Unifrog – careers in ICT and programming 



Religious 
Studies 

Arguments for the existence of God 

• Cosmological argument- Aquinas and his argument for the 
existence of God and the design of the world 

• Teleological argument- Paley’s argument for the existence of God 
and the design of the world 

• Fibonacci and Phi- the elements of nature and the patterns to 
suggest whether or not there is a designer present in the world 

• Moral argument- C.S Lewis’ point of view on the creation of the 
universe 

• Evolution and natural selection- Darwin and Dawkins and change 
and development over time.  
 

Religion, peace and justice  

• How do we make moral decisions? 

• Types of morality 

• Life in twenty first century Britain- crime and its causes. Crime 
versus sin 

• Religious attitudes towards punishment and forgiveness 

• The roles of Amnesty international  

• Forgiveness- religious attitudes towards forgiveness and why it is 
important to forgive 

 
Enrichment: Unifrog – careers in RE 

Religion, poverty and wealth  

• The basic needs in life, the difference between luxuries and 
necessities 

• The differing types of poverty 

• Christianity and fair trade 

• Religious attitudes towards poverty and wealth 
 
 Religion and Relationships-  

• The roles of family within religions 

• Worldwide families and religion 

• Religious attitudes towards marriage and its importance 

• Religious attitudes towards marriage breakdowns and how they 
would aim to offer support to prevent this occurring.  

• Arranged marriages  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Enrichment: Poverty in the news - research 

Islam  

• Islam worldwide and in Britain 

• The Islamic community- the ummah 

• The nature of Allah 

• Shirk 

• Prophethood- the role of the prophets in Islam 

• Muhammed- the seal of the prophets  
 
Christian Practices 

• Celebrations- Christmas and Easter (Lent and Holy week) 

• Pilgrimages- Walsingham and Taize 

• Christianity in Britain 

• The worldwide church- mission and evangelism  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Enrichment: Planning a pilgrimage 
 
 

Art 

Portraiture: Students will develop and understanding of portraiture, 
looking specifically at symmetry, proportion and accuracy, whilst 
studying a variety of artists and developing their own personal style. 
AO1: Develop ideas through investigations, demonstrating critical 
understanding of sources. 
AO2: Refine work by exploring ideas, selecting and experimenting with 
appropriate media, materials, techniques and processes. 
AO3: Record ideas, observations, and insights relevant to intentions as 
work progresses. 
AO4: Present a personal and meaningful response that realises 
intentions and demonstrates understanding of visual language. 
 
 
 
Enrichment: The Big Draw 
 
 

Photography – Sweets Project: Students will develop and understanding 
of photography and editing, looking specifically at colour, shape and 
composition, whilst studying a variety of artists and developing their 
own personal style. 
 
AO1: Develop ideas through investigations, demonstrating critical 
understanding of sources. 
AO2: Refine work by exploring ideas, selecting and experimenting with 
appropriate media, materials, techniques and processes. 
AO3: Record ideas, observations, and insights relevant to intentions as 
work progresses. 
AO4: Present a personal and meaningful response that realises 
intentions and demonstrates understanding of visual language. 

 
Enrichment: Arts Award Bronze/Silver 

Ceramics – Pots – Coral/Ocean theme 
 
Students will develop and build upon ceramic skills learnt in Y7 and Y8, 
to create a coil pot inspired by the ocean. They will also show inspiration 
taken from a variety of different artists whilst designing and creating 
their final outcome. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Enrichment: Year group trip to the aquarium to take photographs for 

the ceramics project. Arts Award Bronze/Silver 

 

 

Design 
Technology 

GCSE Graphic Communication Project Brief – Festival advertising 
 
Student will put their design skills to the test by creating their own 
festival advertising. Students will name, create branding, logos, posters 
and more whilst developing their understanding of the principles of 
design.  
 
 
Enrichment: The Big Draw 
 

Textiles: Clothing Branding – Project Brief 
 
Students will be taking a popular brand, Newbalance, and giving it a 
facelift. Each student will redesign the logo, fonts and branding for the 
popular company, with the intention to apply their designs to a t-shirt 
and packaging. 
 
 
Enrichment: Visiting Artist – Emily Ford (Illustration) 
 

Food (Sauces) 
 
Students will develop their skills, further building on foundational skills 
learnt in Y7 and Y8, to develop their use of sauces within cooking. 
 
 
 
 
Enrichment: Arts Award Bronze/Silver 
 



Music 

Dance Music 

• Understand the connection between the steps, movement and 

formation of dances and the inter-related musical features within 

the music that accompanies them 

• Understand how different dance music genres use different time 

signatures and metres and how these relate to the dance 

• Understand how dance music is chiefly made up of primary chords, 

using chords I, IV, V, V7 and seventh chords in a range of simple 

major and minor keys 

• Understand how different dances use characteristic dance rhythms  

• Describe the different accompaniment patterns and textures in 

dance music 

Soundtracks 

• How music can enhance the visual images and dramatic impact of 

film  

• How timing is a crucial factor in the composition and performance 

of music for film 

• How film music can change the viewer’s interpretation of a scene 

• How to create an effective musical narrative for a film scene, 

using appropriate techniques to create an intended effect 
Enrichment: Unifrog- careers involving music 

Computer and Video Game Music 

• Understand the various ways in which music is used 

• Understand, describe and use common compositional and 

performance features used in computer and video game music 

• Understand how to vary, adapt and change a melody (character 

theme) for different atmospheres/scenarios 

• Understand the importance of sound effects and how these are 

used at certain cues to enhance gameplay within a computer or 

video game 

New Directions 

• Understand changes in twentieth century music  

• Understand that twentieth century music consisted of many 

different types, styles, movements and genres 

• Understand and demonstrate how minimalist composers develop 

pieces from small starting points 

• Know and demonstrate the compositional and serialist techniques  

• Manipulate motifs, cells and note/ tone rows using a variety of 

musical development techniques 

 

Enrichment: Unifrog- careers involving music 

Samba 

• Understand how instruments, structures and textures are used in 

Samba 

• Perform as part of a larger ensemble understanding key roles of 

performers and different instruments and the relationship between 

these and the effect this has on the music 

• Use rhythmic features such as ostinato, cyclic rhythms, 

polyrhythms, call and response and syncopation when performing 

and improvising 

 

What Makes a Good Song 

• Understand the different textural and structural elements of a 

song/popular song 

• Understand and use the different musical information given on a 

lead sheet in creating a Musical Arrangement of a Popular Song 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Enrichment: Unifrog- careers involving music 
 

Drama 

Devising Theatre 3 
Intro to Monologues and Duologues 
 
Scriptwriting 
 

Live Theatre review - Blood Brothers 
Script analysis: Blood Brothers 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Enrichment: Theatre Trip Blood Brothers. Unifrog/DT+/NT/Wildfire visit 

Improvisation 
 
Devising – advanced thinking skills 
 
Design & Staging Design - Focus on transitions 
 
Theatre theory – practitioners 
 
Group skills – project based on theoretical practitioners: Keith 
Johnstone/Viola Spolin 

 
 
 
 
 
Enrichment: Unifrog/DT+/NT 

Responding to stimulus – Performance skills 
 
School production preparation – Hairspray 
 
Costume/ Hair/make up design 
 
Lighting & Sound design application – Hairspray 

 
• Choreography/Dance – building phrases/ practical workshops 

• Costume design and construction  

• Stage and set design  

• Acting/Singing 

 
Enrichment: Online & Practical Workshops & employer visitors - 
Costume/Hair/Make-up 
Visit by creative professional 

Physical 
Education 
 
 

Cross Country  

 
Boys - Rugby Union, Football, Rugby League   

 

Girls – Netball and Rugby Union, Football   

 

Describe the rules and regulations in 2 chosen sports (written tasks) 

 
Enrichment: Inter-tutor competitions, interschools competitions. Grand 
Final Trip. BTEC/Options talks and tasters 

Cross Country  

 

Boys – Basketball, Trampolining, Badminton.  

 

Girls – Fitness, Badminton, Trampolining. 

 

Describe and explain the roles of officials in 2 chosen sports (written 

tasks)  

 
Enrichment: Inter-tutor competitions, interschools competitions. Sports 
Leaders for Year 7 events 

Cross Country  

 
Boys – Athletics, tennis, cricket 

 

Girls – Athletics, tennis, rounders 

 

Describe the skills, techniques and tactics in 2 selected sports (written 

tasks) 

 
Enrichment: Inter-tutor competitions, interschools competitions. Sports 
Day. Tennis Coaching 
 



Guidance 

Healthy relationships with ourselves and others 
 
Our health and personal safety 
 
 
Enrichment: Unifrog – locker activities 
 

Achieving with good mental health 
 
Preparing for the wider world  
 
 
Enrichment: Unifrog – locker activities 

Preparing for the wider world- finance and careers 
 
Rights and responsibilities  
 
Enrichment: Visit from the local police to discuss the law with young 
offenders and the consequences of knife crime.  

 


